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ReMSTEP / Deakin University VCE Biology Stem Cell Sequence Development
Example of facilitator questions for Sequence 2 Phase 4, Activity 4.1
· The sale of unproven stem cell treatments is on the rise and is highly profitable, is there not a conflict of interest when your clinic is operating a strict clinical trial while allowing patients who are ineligible to join the trial to pay for therapy even though it is yet to be proven? 

· Do you believe stem cell tourism is a threat to legitimate stem cell research?
· Shouldn’t a patient have the right to choose if they can try a treatment, especially if they use their own cells?
· As a journalist you promote the success stories generating hype, do you not think you need to mention the risks, the failures? 

· As a doctor do you counsel your patients to move forward with unproven treatments or advice against these procedures? 

· Your child developed a brain tumour after undergoing stem cell therapy overseas, what would you say to other parents considering the treatment? 

· As a religious leader in the community do you believe we should continue to allow research on embryonic stem cells given at the moment they offer huge potential and benefits in terms of diagnosis and therapy?

· The use of human embryonic stem cells is not only morally acceptable it is a moral obligation due to the "beneficence principle". Can you please comment? 

· Stem Cells have been in the news for over 10 years now and we still wait for the breakthroughs in clinically therapy we were promised. What do you say to the patients who are losing hope waiting for what is now still 5 years away?

· As patients wait for hope your government processes slow down access to treatment, the current loophole allowing autologous stem cell therapy is the under review. Can you please provide an update on the decision? 

· You have repeatedly called for caution with many stem cell therapies remaining unproven, how do you best communicate this message to the wider community? 

· You have heard today many medical experts today caution patients seeking unproven stem cell therapy her and overseas. Your experiences however were life changing, what would your life be like today without the treatment? 

· Your organisation has recently started using Facebook, YouTube and Twitter as a means of marketing your therapy options, what value do you place on social media in your recruitment of patients? 
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